FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH-CARY POLICIES AND GUIDELINES

FUMC-C facilities are to be used for the worship and honor of God and Christian fellowship. This policy provides guidelines to be used for scheduling events and activities in and on FUMC-C facilities and property.

[1]
FUMC-C facilities usage policy:

[A]
FUMC-C facilities are available for use by all Council on Ministries (COM)-supported programs and activities. These events should be scheduled by the COM and date(s) and facilities availability confirmed by the Business Administrator.

[B]
FUMC-C members and their immediate family (defined as parents and children) may have use of the event-appropriate church facilities for some family-related events at no charge.  Examples of approved family-related events are wedding rehearsals, weddings and receptions (see FUMC-C Wedding Policies), 50th wedding anniversaries and Scouting ceremonies.  Private family parties such as birthday parties, family reunions, baby and wedding showers, and graduation parties are not permitted.  These events should be scheduled by the Business Administrator.
[C]
FUMC-C members may use event-appropriate FUMC-C facilities for non-family, non-profit events at the rates listed below.  These rates do not include set-up, custodial services or baby-sitting services.  Examples of these types of events are banquets, award ceremonies, dance recitals, music recitals and social activities.  These events must be approved and scheduled by the Business Administrator. The Business Administrator may use discretion to determine rates for one day events.  Facilities and dates are available on a first-come, first-serve basis in accordance with the facility-usage priorities established in section [1E].


ROOM

HOURLY RATE

PER USE MAX

Sanctuary

$50.00



$250.00

Fellowship Hall
$50.00



$175.00

Kitchen

$25.00



$75.00

Classroom

$25.00



$75.00

Log Cabin

$25.00



$75.00

[D]
Any individual, group, organization or program that does not meet the usage guidelines established in [A], [B] or [C] may seek approval for the use of event-appropriate FUMC-C facilities for non-profit or fund-raising events at the rates listed below.  These rates do not include set-up, custodial services or baby-sitting services. Examples of these types of events are blood drives, community awareness or education activities and sports in the Fellowship Hall.  Applicants for these activities must fill out a Missions and Ministry ToolKit and present it to a COM-recognized sponsoring committee/group for review. (See consideration guidelines in section [3].)  These events must be approved by the Council on Ministries and scheduled by the Business Administrator.  Facilities and dates are available on a first-come, first-serve basis and in accordance with the facilities-usage priorities established in section [1E].

ROOM

HOURLY RATE

PER USE MAX

Sanctuary

N/A



N/A

Fellowship Hall
$75.00



$250.00

Kitchen

$75.00



$250.00

Classroom

$40.00



$100.00

Log Cabin

$40.00



$100.00

[E]
Priorities for the use of FUMC-C facilities are as follows (1 being the highest priority):

1. FUMC-C activities – COM programs and events.

2. MCC programs and events.

3. FUMC-C activities – non-COM programs and events:

-Committee meetings

-Individual Sunday school class activities

-Weddings, rehearsals, and receptions

4. FUMC-C activities – miscellaneous:

-Sport programs

-Scouting programs (FUMC-C sponsored)

5. FUMC-C members and their immediate family

6. Christian fellowship and development groups

7. Other groups, organizations and individuals, including for-profit activities
[F]
Organizations outside of FUMC-C that wish to schedule a worship activity in or on FUMC-C facilities or property must have it approved and scheduled by the Senior Pastor and the Board of Trustees per The UMC Book of Discipline. This includes the participation of a non-FUMC-C minister in FUMC-approved events.
[2]

Kitchen Usage Policy:

The Kitchen Manager will control access to the kitchen.  All groups, organizations, individuals, and church staff members must reserve the kitchen with the kitchen manager.  Scheduling is done through the church office for availability and date verification.  See the “FUMC-C Kitchen Usage Guidelines and Regulations” for specific instructions. 

[3]

Use of the Facility for Profit:

FUMC-C activities that are directly related to the Council on Ministries (COM) may use the facilities for their purpose of fund-raising.  Fund-raisers must be approved by the Finance Committee and scheduled by the Finance Committee and Business Administrator. At no time may any private individual or group use FUMC-C facilities for the sole purpose of generating a profit for himself or herself. Any group or individual who wishes to use FUMC-C facilities for a for-profit activity must fill-out a Mission and Ministry Toolkit and submit it to an appropriate COM-recognized event-sponsoring committee/group leader. 
This sponsoring committee/group would be responsible for determining if the activity meets the goals/purpose of their mission. They should give consideration to the following guidelines:

1. Does this activity offer a church-wide benefit or is it for a few members?

2. Is this a short-term or long-term commitment?
3. Has the church historically approved this activity?

4. Can a FUMC-C member or group of members offer this ministry or service?

5. Does another local church or non-profit organization offer the ministry or service? If so, do we offer it at FUMC-C or refer potential participants to the other organization or local church?

6. Does another type of organization (for-profit, governmental agency, etc.) offer the ministry or service? If so, the sponsoring committee/group would investigate that organization to determine whether its values align with the Social Principles of The UMC and whether the cost (if any) is acceptable to the church as a whole or to the individuals who want to participate in the activity.
If the sponsoring committee/group decides the activity meets their goals/purpose, their endorsement should be presented to the Council on Ministries for consideration. If approved and fundraising is part of the request, the Toolkit is then forwarded to the Finance Committee for review.
[4]

Policy on Smoking, Alcohol and Controlled Substances:

[A] In respect for the facilities and individuals using the facilities of the First United Methodist Church, smoking is not permitted within any of the facilities or vehicles of FUMC-C.

[B] The use or possession of any alcohol, controlled substance, or weapon will not be permitted on or in any property of the First United Methodist Church.  Failure to comply with this policy will mean the immediate suspension of all privileges to all facilities and programs of the First United Methodist Church.

[5]

Removal of Church Property:

The removal of furniture and /or equipment owned by FUMC-C from the premises is prohibited except for the temporary use for Council on Ministries-related activities at other locations.  The use of FUMC-C property for private use is strictly prohibited.
[6]

Athletic Practices or Sporting Events:

FUMC-C members or their families, outside groups whether affiliated with or without a church member may not practice a sport or conduct a sporting event such as cheerleading, soccer, or basketball practice, etc. in or on church property at anytime unless it is an organized event scheduled in conjunction with a ministry or mission of the church or is recognized as a ministry or mission through the FUMC-C Council on Ministries Committee such as Men’s Basketball, Single’s Volleyball, Crosstrailers, or the Youth Basketball League.
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