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“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 NIV

Mission Statement:  Children’s Ministry at FUMCC shepherds children to experience a life long journey with Christ.
Values:  
1. Bible based
1. Welcoming and Enthusiastic Atmosphere
1. Inter-active Learning
1. Engaged Shepherding
1. Personal Relationship with Christ


THANK YOU for serving at the ROCK!

Your time and service is of great value and appreciation!

Please do not hesitate to contact anyone on the Children’s Ministry Team for questions and/or assistance.

Stacy Harrell – Director of Children’s Ministry - sharrell@fumc-cary.org  467-1861 x 230
Christie Brown – Children’s Ministry Program Coordinator – cbrown@fumc-cary.org 467-1861 x 233


Blessings!

The Children’s Ministry Team








Schedules

Kindergarten-2nd grade 2011 Schedule:

9:15 – VIP (Vision, Information and Prayer) Room 200

This is a time for all the volunteers to come together and review the lesson being taught that weekend and most importantly have devotion and time of prayer prior to coming into the classrooms.  This allows all of us to take a moment and pray about what we are doing and to ask the power of the Holy Spirit to fill us so that we can care and love and share the word of God with the children in our classrooms.

9:30-9:45 – Arrival & Activity Stations (review Child Security Number policy)
There will be coloring sheets or different activities stations for you to use for the arrival of students.  Children’s Ministry team will have these set up in the classrooms.  The goal for this time period is for small group guides (yourself) to interact with the kids and for them to have the opportunity to socialize and build friendships.
9:45-9:50 – Transition to the Large Group Room, aka Base Camp (118)
9:50-10:20 – Large Group Room
The Bible story will be taught and learned in the large group room by large group leaders.  This is a time of worship, scripture, and creative Bible story telling.  
10:20-10:25 – Transition back to small group classrooms
10:25-10:45 – Small Group Time
The classroom will be separated into two small groups (6-8 kids per group); the small group guide will lead the kids through an interactive game or activity that relates back to the bible story taught in large group.  This is the time where application of the scripture is learned.  All the materials for the game will be provided in the classroom bins. 
10:45 – Pick-up (review Child Security Number policy) 

*Note all areas of Children’s Ministry are Peanut Sensitive (see Peanut Sensitive Policy)
3rd – 5th grade 2011 Schedule:

9:15 – VIP (Vision, Information and Prayer) Room 200

This is a time for all the volunteers to come together and review the lesson being taught that weekend and most importantly have devotion and time of prayer prior to coming into the classrooms.  This allows all of us to take a moment and pray about what we are doing and to ask the power of the Holy Spirit to fill us so that we can care and love and share the word of God with the children in our classrooms.

9:30-9:45 – Arrival & Activity Stations (review Child Security Number policy)
There will be 3-4 different activities/games for you to use for the arrival of students.  Children’s Ministry team will have these set up in the classrooms.  The goal for this time period is for small group guides (yourself) to interact with the kids and for them to have the opportunity to socialize and build friendships.
9:45-10:15 – Small Group Time
The classroom will be separated into two small groups (6-8 kids per group); the small group guide will lead the kids through an interactive game or activity that relates back to the bible story taught in large group.  This is the time where application of the scripture is learned.  All the materials for the game will be provided in the classroom bins. 
10:15-10:20 - Transition to the Large Group Room, aka Base Camp (118)
10:20-10:40 – Large Group Room
The Bible story will be taught and learned in the large group room by large group leaders.  This is a time of worship, scripture, and creative Bible story telling.  
10:40-10:45 – Transition back to small group classrooms
10:45 – Pick-up (review Child Security Number policy) 

*Note all areas of Children’s Ministry are Peanut Sensitive (see Peanut Sensitive Policy)


Preschool 2011 Schedule:
9:15 – VIP (Vision, Information and Prayer) Room 200

This is a time for all the volunteers to come together and review the lesson being taught that weekend and most importantly have devotion and time of prayer prior to coming into the classrooms.  This allows all of us to take a moment and pray about what we are doing and to ask the power of the Holy Spirit to fill us so that we can care and love and share the word of God with the children in our classrooms

9:30-9:45 - Arrival & Activity Stations (review Child Security Number policy)
There will be coloring sheets or different activities for you to use for the arrival of students.  Children’s Ministry team will have these set up in the classrooms.  The goal for this time period is for small group guides (yourself) to interact with the kids and for them to have the opportunity to socialize and build friendships.
9:45-9:50 – Transition to room 114 for Large group 
9:50-10:10 – Large Group Room (114)
The Bible story will be taught and learned in the large group room by large group leaders.  This is a time of worship, scripture, and creative Bible story telling.  
10:10-10:35– Small Group Stations/Life Application Activity
10:35-10:45 – Snack and coloring
10:45- Pick-Up (review Child Security Number policy)

*Note all areas of Children’s Ministry are Peanut Sensitive (see Peanut Sensitive Policy)





Child Security Number (CSN) Procedure
Infant-2 years – 
· Parents will check the children into their class at the Nursery station, they will get a pager AND a CSN card they will then write the child’s name and CSN on the green wristband which will go on the child.  

· A Guide (teacher) must verify that the CSN is on the child’s wristband and write it on the attendance sheet in the classroom next to the child’s name when the child is dropped off.
 
*If the child does NOT have a CSN kindly ask for the parent to go back to the Nursery station and get the CSN

· Pick-up – The parent and/or adult MUST present the CSN to the Guide (teacher), which will then be verified with the number on the child’s wristband.  Once that is confirmed then the child can leave with the appropriate adult.

· The CSN will be collected in each room and then placed in the proper storage container for pick-up.

3 years – 3rd Grade 
· There are 2 different CSN stations for parents to get their CSN for all their children ages 3 years – 3rd grade. One station is located by the elevators by the MCC entrance and the other is located at the top of the stairs above the nursery.  

· The check-in stations will open at 9:15 for parents to get their CSN.  At the station each child will get a nametag to write their name and their CSN on the nametag.  The parent will get the CSN card and can then take their child to their classroom. Classrooms open at 9:30! 

· Guides (teachers) must verify that the CSN is printed on the nametag and then write the CSN next to the child’s name on the attendance sheet when the child is dropped off.  *If the child does NOT have a CSN kindly ask for the parent to go to one of the CSN stations to get their number.

· Pick-up – The parent and/or adult MUST present the CSN to the Guide (teacher) which will then be verified with the number on the attendance sheet.  Once that is confirmed then the child can leave.

· The CSN will be collected in each room and then placed in the proper storage container which will then go in the craft bin for pick-up

**Please note it is critical to have a Guide (teacher) standing at the doorway for drop off and pick-up to help the transition go smooth.
**Please note it is okay for older siblings to pick up younger siblings as long as they have the CSN.















Children’s Ministry Health Policy
Children’s Ministry Health Policy is established to ensure a healthy and safe environment for all families and children who attend our programming whether at the ROCK, Jr. Fellowship, MOPS, MCC or childcare we value keeping or children healthy and strong.
Therefore the following policy pertains to whether at home or the night before or on the way to specific programming, children with the following symptoms cannot attend Children’s Ministry programming:  
1. sore throat 
1. cough that cannot be controlled
1. fever
1. rash 
1. earache
1. upset stomach
1. diarrhea
1. runny or “green discharge” nose
1. sores on the body

If your child develops any of the above symptoms you will be contacted to pick up your child.  Additionally, if your child is being treated with antibiotics, he/she should be on the antibiotics for at least 24 hours before attending any Children’s Ministry programming.
If you have any questions please contact Stacy Harrell, Director of Children’s Ministry at 467-1867 x230 or sharrell@fumc-cary.org.

Thank you!






[bookmark: _GoBack]Peanut Sensitivity Policy
Due to the recent rise in childhood allergies Methodist Children’s Center and FUMC-C Children’s Ministry is a peanut sensitive environment.  Because our classrooms are used outside of MCC regular hours by various groups within the church we cannot guarantee that no peanut products are brought into MCC and Children’s Ministry areas.  
However, during MCC regular classroom hours and any Children’s Ministry program the following policy is strictly enforced for all MCC and Children are Ministry areas including classrooms, outside play areas, gym, small dining room and main office.   
The following policy pertains to parents, students and staff to reduce the risks to children with potentially life threatening peanut/nut allergies.  Please note ingestion of a piece of nut - containing food as tiny as a crumb, or contact with toys and equipment which have been touched or mouthed by others who have nut residue on their hands could trigger an anaphylactic, life threatening allergic reaction.  
It is our role to provide the safest environment for children.
1. Children’s Ministry and MCC will not be serving any food items that contain peanut or tree nut ingredients or food items that are made on equipment that produces these products.
1. Families, teachers, staff, and students must wash hands when entering the classroom.
1. No food items containing peanut/nut products can be brought into Children’s Ministry programming and MCC classrooms this includes peanut butter, peanut crackers, peanuts, etc.
1. Please make sure to read the labels when purchasing any food items to be brought into the classroom.  No homemade food items are allowed, per state sanitation regulations.




Discipline Policy
The root word for discipline is disciple.  The definition of discipline is “training, especially training of the mind or character; a trained condition of order and obedience.”  Good discipline, like making disciples, trains kids to develop self-control.  Training is the key word here – not punishment.  Good discipline is guidance toward right behavior.
· As leaders, we need to prayerfully, carefully, and continually demonstrate to kids that our goal is not to shame and blame but rather to move them towards becoming Christ like.
· Before asking ourselves the question, “Why is this child behaving this way?” We need to ask ourselves, “Am I as a leader or we as a leadership contributing to the poor behavior of this child?”  Consider the following proactive “Rules for Leaders” that promote good behavior:
· Minimize Delays and Disruptions- Make sure prior organization is done and leaders are ready to teach the material when they enter the rotational setting.  We cannot manage children if we are busy reading our lesson when the children are arriving.  Please make time to prepare for the lessons you are guiding. 
· Get and Hold Attention – Use eye contact, gestures, facial expression and physical proximity to promote good behavior.  Use encouraging words and make sure when talking to children you are at their eye level.  If there is segments when everyone is suppose to be sitting on the ground make sure and join them in the activity, this shows children you are interested in them and care about what they are doing.  
· Ignore Minor Misbehaviors – Am I focusing on the task instead of the misbehavior?  Do not let misbehavior go unattended, address it immediately.  Ignoring misbehavior sends the message that it is okay to do this and the child will continue to misbehavior.  Take control and guide the children towards proper behavior through encouragement and role modeling.


Discipline Procedures Toddlers- 4 year olds:
· Remind – Remove – Redirect
· Establish eye contact
· Remind the child that his/her behavior is not acceptable. 
· Remove the child from the current environment 
· Redirect his/her energy somewhere else
· Continue the process 

Discipline Procedures Kindergarten – 5th grade
1. First sign of misbehavior address it right away 
1. Sit close by to help prevent the behavior, shadow the child 
1. Pull the child aside and let them know that their behavior is inappropriate and you need to see it stop. 
2. For example….Not listening to directions is disrespectful, and I know it is not your intention to be disrespectful; I need to see you change your behavior because being disrespectable is not what God wants us to be. 
1. If the behavior continues, take the child out into the hall and address that the behavior is inappropriate and ask why they feel the need to carry out that behavior.  Explain that you care about them too much to allow them to act that way. Also, let them know that you will talk with their parents about their behavior in the classroom today.  Pray with them.  Upon pick-up address the parents and let them know of the child’s behavior. 
1. If the behavior continues (even if it is the following week), address the parents again and notify the Children’s Ministry director.  The discussion should always be done with love and tact, explaining your concern for the child and letting the parents know the child’s strengths and areas that you are working on in the classroom in regards to the behavior. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Stacy Harrell at sharrellr@fumc-cary.org.
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